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On behalf of the Board of Directors, Elder
Senate and Youth Representatives, we would
like to sincerely wish everyone a Happy Holiday
season and a wonderful New Year!
Ndoo-naabmi(n) niigan ji-zhiseg maanda jiwiindimaageyaang
monpii
wiindimaagemiziniganing waa-ni-zhiwebak miiniwaa dash
ge-zhi-maajiishkaatoowing maanda gdooanishinaabemowinaa.
We look forward to the opportunity to share
events within our newsletter to continuously
revitalize and promote Anishinaabemowin.

“Mina-niibaanamaa-daa”
Let’s have a good Christmas
The word for Christmas in the language comes
from the words “Mass/Prayer at night’. The prefix
Mina refers to something good, Niibaa comes
from the word Niibaadibik which means at night
time, then the word Namaa comes from the
word Anamewin meaning to pray and the Daa as
the suffix to the word refers to Let’s.

A word from the President of
Anishinaabemowin-Teg Inc.

Aanii(n), Boozhoo, and Holiday Greetings to
everyone,
Nji-sa gonda gaa-nagmigaazjig, Getizijig,
miiniwaa, Eshkiniijig, ndoo-bgosendaami(n)
kina ji-mina-nkweshkameg maanda Minankweshkodaadiwin
nongo
e-bi-miseg
miiniwaa dash ji-mina-nimkodaading!

Gdinmikaagoonim
ji-mina-nkweshkomeg
miiniwaa ji-mina-noojimowig nongo maanda
shki-nimkodaading.
Best wishes for a wonderful and prosperous
Healthy New Year!
Liz Osawamick

National Aboriginal Languages Day

Since 1993, National Aboriginal Languages Day
has been celebrated by Indigenous people in
Canada on March 31st. On National Aboriginal
Languages Day, Indigenous people across the
world celebrate “The legacy we have inherited”
and the Indigenous Language Champions who
create and deliver language programs and share
traditional teachings. Anishinaabemowin-Teg
continues to hosts its annual language
conference each year at this time to recognize
this day.

Insurance coverage while traveling
into the U.S.A.
Make sure you purchase insurance coverage for
yourself anytime you are traveling into the
United States of America. Even, if it’s just for a
short visit such as the language conference in
Soo Michigan. Insurance coverage will vary
depending on your age. I have provided a
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sample cost for someone under the age of 60
traveling for 4 days, the cost for insurance
through CAA is $15.88 TOTAL! There are other
Insurance carriers such as Blue Cross or some
banks will also provide coverage. It is well worth
the effort to purchase it for yourself.

theme: “Aabziitoodaa gdi-nweninaa nji eshkiniijig: Reviving Our Language for the Youth.”

Memorial Scholarships

2016 Fall Symposium

Anishinaabemowin-Teg Inc. hosted a fall
symposium in Aundeck Omni Kaning this past
September. Although the number of registrations
was not as high as was expected, the
participants were very enthusiastic about what
the two days had in store. The presentations
highlighted initiatives that ranged from JK to
Post Secondary adult programming and all were
well received. Delegates came from Kitigan Zibi
in Quebec, Walpole Island, Saugeen First
Nation, Petoskey and the surrounding First
Nation communities from Manitoulin Island.

Anishinaabemowin-Teg Inc.
2017 Language Conference
Now is the time to make plans to attend the 23rd
annual conference to take place at the Kewadin
Hotel and Convention Center in Sault Ste. Marie,
Michigan. The theme for this year is:
“Aabziitoodaa gdi-nweninaa nji e-shkiniijig:
Reviving Our Language for the Youth.”
Conference is scheduled to begin on Thursday
March 30th-Sunday April 2, 2017.

Anishinaabemowin teachers, please encourage
your Anishinaabemowin students to submit their
applications towards one of the memorial
scholarships
that
is
sponsored
by
Anishinaabemowin-Teg. These Scholarships are
in memory of language keepers who have
passed on to the Spirit World who worked
tirelessly to preserve, maintain and revitalize the
language.
To the families of the memorials, please contact
Isadore
Toulouse,
Conference
Planning
Coordinator about your family donation for the
2017 year. Without your support and generosity
these scholarships would not continue.
Deadline for applications is February 14, please
look at the website for details on your
submission and to make it easier, all the
necessary information required is on the
website. Successful applicants will be contacted
towards the end of February with details about
accepting your memorial scholarship.
PLEASE NOTE: Scholarship winners WILL NOT
BE ALLOWED TO READ from their cue cards
at the banquet.

Wenesh nindan kidwenan ediming?

Call for Proposals

The Conference Planning Committee is now
accepting a “Call for Proposals” to present at the
2017 conference. Deadline for submissions is
December 31st. 2016. Please check the
Anishinaabemowin-Teg website for more details.
Also, make your presentation reflective to the

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Biboon
___________________
Gbe-biboon
___________________
Wenesh ensa-biboon-giz-yin?________
Ndoo-mdaaswi-biboon-giz.__________
Ngo-biboon-gak___________________
Gii-biboon-aang __________________
Wii-ksinaa nongo biboong___________
Wenesh maaba enso-biboon-giz-id?__
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A Tribute to the
Late Doris Bossineau-Kitchigeg

Until her death in 2016, Doris has been an active
member
of
the
Elders
Senate
of
Anishinaabemowin-Teg Inc. Doris was involved
in many other initiatives as a former professor at
Sault College of Applied Arts and Technology,
as a Commissioner for the A.M.O. organization
and many other ventures. She was also the
inspiration to the Eagle Staff Gathering that
continues to hold strong to this day. She will be
missed greatly. “Aabji-go gimesnigoo Doris”

efforts, George was inducted into the Little NHL
Hall of Fame, receiving recognition as a Builder
of the Little NHL Tournament. However, George
took most pleasure in his role as fan, as he
cheered on his children and grand-children
throughout the years. In 2004, George received
a Union of Ontario Indians Lifetime Achievement
Award for his outstanding contributions to our
people and in particular his community of
Whitefish River First Nation. George will be
fondly remembered with a bingo dabber in hand
... chew in his cheek ... crusading for the
underdog ... (cheering on the Leafs) ... debating
the local news (whether official or not) ... and for
having a bark that was worse than his bite and a
heart that was larger than the man. He was an
active member on the Elder Senate for
Anishinaabemowin-Teg Inc which was great
passion of his. Ka-mesnigo gegii Jaaj!

REMEMBER

Registration for the 2017 AnishinaabemowinTeg Language Conference must be paid in USD.
Please look at the
website for full details.

AnishinaabemowinTeg

And the Late George Francis
2017 Fall Symposium

Stay tuned for details about our next fall
Symposium which will be taking place at the
th
Aundek Minkaaning Complex on September 30
st
and October 1 , 2017.

George "Chauffeur" Aldric Francis of Whitefish
River First Nation passed away peacefully,
surrounded by his family and friends on April 9,
2016 at the Espanola General Hospital at the
age of 73. George had many valued friendships
and he was a larger than life individual who
made a lasting impression on those who were
fortunate enough to know him. For all of his

Strategic Planning

The Board of Directors, Elders Senate and
Youth Reps recently held their Strategic
Planning weekend in Soo Michigan. Highlights of
that weekend will be addressed on the next
newsletter but one thing that was evident was to
see the active Youth representation as they
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addressed issues that they would like to see
happening during the conference.
Youth Representatives of Anishinaabemowin-Teg
Inc.
Online Anishinaabemowin

Online Anishnaabemowin is a free online
language class lead by Isadore Toulouse and is
open to all who seek this knowledge.
The class webinar is run live every Monday from
7-8 PM EST. To participate you simply need to
log on using the link provided on our facebook
page at:
https://www.facebook.com/OnlineAnishinaabem
owin/. There is no need for a password or
registration- just enter your name and wait for
the classroom space to open. Isadore appears
on video with a chalkboard of slides next to him
that all can read. Students can participate using
the chat tool and the class gets quite a lot of
great questions, comments and answers. To
learn more about the class and how to log in
there are free tutorials on the blog:
http://onlineanishinaabemowin.blogspot.com/

Vendor Registration

Please note due to the ever increasing costs of
running a conference such as this yearly event,
the vendor fee has been increased to $300.00
for an 8 foot table space. Please reserve your
spot immediately by paying your fee on the
Anishinaabemowin-Teg website. Spaces are
limited in the upper level to the first 25 paid
vendors.

The youth of Ateg will have an active role
throughout the conference. They will be given
the responsibility to begin with an opening
prayer that they will be learning from now until
conference time, Isadore has volunteered his
time to coach them and teach them the various
phrases that are simple enough to learn.

Keynote Speakers

We have confirmed two very well spoken
individuals to give the Keynote address during
the evening banquet on Friday night of the
conference. They are Jessica Benson and Brian
McInnis. Both are aspiring individuals who have
worked tirelessly to bring Anishinaabemowin to
the for-front of their everyday lives. We look
forward to hearing how they got their level of
fluency.

Quilt Donations

We are currently requesting individuals/groups
to donate quilts to Anishinaabemowin-Teg for
the 2017 Annual conference. Some of these
quilts will be raffled off, some will be used for the
silent auction and some tickets will be sold
during the banquet for a select few. So far we
have donations from Walpole Island Ladies,
Georgina Toulouse and Isadore Toulouse.
So if you have a spare quilt laying around and
you’d like to donate it towards this fundraising
effort, please let us know and we will make sure
to have your name noted in the conference
booklet that you made that donation. And Gchimiigwech for your continued support to
Anishinaabemowin-Teg Inc.
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